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               Thank you to
our WBC Moderator, Bob Kidd, for the

many tasks which he humbly and willingly

assumed during the past few months while

we were without a minister.  W e are most

grateful for his benevolent assistance!

 This Month We  Celebrate:
the arrival of our new pastor and his family,  Rev.
Daniel Reay Willson, Wendy Willson, and their
children: Genessa, Breanna, Gloria, and Jonah. 
Rev. Willson begins his ministry here on May 1 . st

May our church community prosper under his
leadership!

May Birthdays

(3) Betsy Davis, Fran

W hitney;(9) Kay Cheves; 

(15)Richard Baber, Grace

Cofer, Beth W igley; (18)

Virginia Lee Groves; (21)

Clem Brown;  (25) Ralph

Beckman, Jake Coleman 

                    

For Your Reading Pleasure

The magazines in the West Wing hallway are
for your enjoyment.  Take any that interest
you.  You may also bring your own that you
have read to share with others.

Deacon of the Month

Grace Cofer is our Deacon of

the Month for May. Born and

raised in Richmond, VA,

Grace graduated from the

University of Richmond and

attended the Carver School of Missions and

Social W ork in Louisville, KY.  She is a

member of the W BC Choir and Missions

Councils as well as a Deacon.  She

volunteers for the United W ay CRC,

GW OM, and for COFM, serving the

homeless.  She is married to her former

classmate, Gent Cofer.

0 Deadline for the June Spire is

 May15.

The W orship Council would

like to express our sincere

appreciation for all those

members who stepped up

when asked about serving as liturgist or

doing the talk with children during our

transition period from January through April. 

W e were blessed with some wonderful

guest ministers during this period as well. 

W e would encourage any who have an

interest in serving as liturgist in the future or

who would enjoy doing the talk with children

to please let us know of your interest. 

Again, thanks for your willingness to serve

the church.   ~ Tom & Dottie Jordan, Co-Chairs

Williamsburg Baptist Church

757-229-1217

churchoffice@williamsburgbaptist.com

www.williamsburgbaptist.com

 Our vision 
is to be a caring congregation seeking the will of God, reaching out to all, and
committed to serving a suffering world in the name of Jesus.

               VIRGINIA BAPTIST DISASTER RELIEF TRAINING
         

The Missions Council hoped to host Virginia Baptist Disaster Relief training at

W BC, but our parking lot is unsuitable for the big rigs used as feed station and

command center.  You can be trained for this vital ministry - deployed recently

in Southwest Virginia where record snowfall collapsed buildings - at Orcutt

Baptist Church in Newport News May 1 - 2, or at St. Paul’s Baptist Church in

Richmond May 29 - 30.  Contact Margaret Baber for information.

More Reading Opportunities

The WBC Book Group meets Wed., May 27, at 2 pm to share

reading experiences. The April selection is “My Beloved

World”, an autobiography by Sonia Sotomayor.

  

                                       Calendar for   

! 1    -All Together Meeting, South Wing, 12 noonst

! 3  -   Food for FISH collectionrd

! 4  - Senior Adult Coffee, Panera Bread, 9:00 amth

C 6  - First Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, 6:00 pmth

C 11 -  Deacons Meeting, 2:00 pmth

C 12 - Finance Council meeting, 2:00 pmth

C 13 - Women for Missions Meeting, South Wing, 10:00 amth

C 14 - Missions Council Meeting, 2:00 pmth

C 17 - Student Gym Bag Collection and collection for PBA Camp Ministryth

C 18  -Leadership Council meeting, 7:00 pmth

C 20  -Forever Young Luncheon, Brickhouse Tavern, 12:00 pmth

C 19    Student Gym Bag collectionth

C 25  -Church offices closed for Memorial Day holidayth

C 27 - WBC Book Club, Fellowship Lounge, 2:00 pm th

C 28 - Senior Adult Gathering at Panera Bread, 2:00 pmth

            Community Café Williamsburg      

The Community Café W illiamsburg will be held on

Thursday, May 21, from 1 pm to 3 pm at St. Martin's

Episcopal Church, 1333 Jamestown Road.  This month's

theme focuses on another progressive step in the

adjustments and adaptations required for most people to

work through the different stages of retirement.  Admission is free and open

to all W illiamsburg/JCC residents 60 or over.  

Mark your calendar for the May 6th Fellowship Dinner:  The fare will be

barbecue prepared by Billy and Sharon Scruggs, owners of Retro’s Good

Eats.   The cost of the dinner will be $6 per person.  The Missions Council

is planning a fun-filled program to welcome Rev. W illson and his family!

.

Memorial Day Remembrance

                   Sunday, May 24, 10:30 am

This will take place in the courtyard prior to the
Sunday service.

                    A Special “Third Thursday” Project

The WBC Missions Council invites you to help the Community Resource

Center distribute Food Bank and USDA products to 100 pre-qualified

families in need.  On Thursday, May 21, from 1:30 to 4:00 pm , WBC will

sponsor the “Third Thursday” distribution and provide volunteers.  You will

help clients select and place items in grocery carts and load food into their

vehicles.  Can you help?  Contact Grace Cofer (258-4593) or Cathey Sadowski

(221-7016).



WILLIAMSBURG  BAPTIST  CHURCH
227 Richmond Road
Williamsburg, VA 23185

RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED

 A Message from Rev. Daniel Willson

       As I write this, I am sitting in my office at First
Baptist Church in Martinsville.  The pictures have
been taken off the wall.  Some of the shelves -
once full of books - are now empty.  Boxes have
begun to crowd in all around me.  We are in

transition!
      To be in transition really is a fitting state of affairs during this
time of year.  The disciples and other followers of Jesus were
very much in transition themselves around this time almost
2,000 years ago.  During this time, the news of Jesus’s
resurrection continued to trickle down through the ranks,
provoking hope in some and incredulity in others.
      I find it interesting that in the Gospels the risen Jesus
appeared to both doubter and believer alike.  We Christians
tend to privilege belief in our hierarchy of values, but Jesus
reminds us that he makes time to meet with those who doubt. 
Perhaps we should do the same.  Sometimes doubt is evidence
of a faith that takes matters seriously.
      But to those who did believe there still must have been a
great deal of uncertainty.  I would imagine that there were a
number of questions swirling around their heads regarding
Jesus’s resurrection.  What exactly has just happened?  What
is God up to?  What do these things mean?
       Pentecost would represent a great step toward answering
these questions, but in the meantime - between Easter and
Pentecost - this first band of followers had to fumble around for
some kind of clarity.  In the midst of it all, the Gospels record
various ways in which Jesus appeared to his followers and
began to set their minds toward processing what had
happened.
      Perhaps my favorite of these episodes is in Luke’s Gospel. 
Jesus appears to two followers who are journeying toward the
town of Emmaus.  They don’t recognize Jesus at first.  And as
they walk together he gives them a Bible lesson they will not
soon forget!  Luke explains, “Then beginning with Moses and all
the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in
all the scriptures.” (Luke 24:27, NRSV)
     The “road to Emmaus” is now firmly fixed in the Christian
imagination not only as an event that the Gospel writer conveys
but also as a metaphor of the risen Christ leading us toward
greater understanding of the Scriptures and (more importantly)
of himself.
      A painting that you will eventually see hanging behind my
office desk at WBC is named after this journey.  The piece,
painted by Daniel Bonnell, depicts a grand sunset in shades of
red and blue and yellow.  And on the horizon you see three
shadowy figures making their way to that moment in Emmaus
when, in the breaking of bread, the followers realize who it is
that has been speaking to them.  Jesus vanished from them
immediately, but through the Spirit he remains with us still.
     We are in transition.  And as we begin our journey together
we will have an opportunity as followers of Jesus to talk
together, to ponder the words of Jesus together - and best of all
- the Risen Christ joins us on the way!  This month let us walk
together with him, recognize him in the breaking of bread
together, and be grateful should our hearts burn within us as we
listen to him speaking.

 FISH Notes
 The WBC food collection for FISH takes place on the first
Sunday of each month.  Suggested FISH donations for May:

canned pasta and canned or dried fruits. 

   

Many thanks for the expressions of

sympathy after the passing of Cathey’s

mother in March.  Every card, email, and

every hug was appreciated. 

                     ~ Cathey and Ed Sadowski   

  May Special Collection:  The special collection for

the third Sunday of May will be directed to the PBS

Camp Ministry.  Please be generous toward this worthy

cause.

 

Memorial Butterfly Release -        

                   Thursday, June 18, at 2 pm

If you would like to order a monarch butterfly

for release, please provide the needed

information and return to the church office no later than June

1st.  Cost per butterfly: $8.  Checks payable to W BC marked

for “Butterfly Release.”

Name---------------------         ------------------------------

In Memory of ----------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------

Sympathy is extended to the families of those who died this winter:

The family of Phoebe Cheatham.

Warren Corderman on the loss of his wife, Cindy Corderman.  

Yancey and Brian McGann on the loss of Yancey’s wife and Brian’s
mother, Dorothy McGann.

Cathy Cross, Betty Rose Forssell  and family on the loss of their
father/grandfather/husband, Alan Forssell.

Cathey Sadowski on the loss of her mother, Ella Mary Yoe.

The family of Julia Alcorns.

The family of Nadine Peach.

ATTENTION SCHOLARSHIP HOPEFULS!  

Pitts Scholarship applications are currently available from the

office or in the Fellowship Lounge. They are due by May 1st.

BUDGET PLANNING

As of April 24th, W BC has received 54 pledges representing

79 members totaling $182,640.  Those of you who have yet to

submit your pledge are requested to do so ASAP, in order for

the Finance Council to have accurate information regarding

the 2015 budget.

                           - Lee Foster, Financial Secretary

                                   GWOM
Shannon Woloszcyinski, chair of the Greater
Williamsburg Outreach Mission,spoke at the April
8  Fellowship Dinner on the myths and realities ofth

homelessness in our community, and efforts
toward stable housing by a collaboration of churches, local
government, and nonprofit agencies.  Grace Cofer and Kay Cheves
are shown with the guest speaker.
   

                       WOMEN FOR MISSIONS
    The April Women for Missions group heard
Rachel Haynes and Carley Toney describe their
varied mission experiences through the W&M
Baptist Collegiate Ministries and other Christian
groups.  In 2013, Rachel served in Ghana with
Amanda Lewis and the More Than Nets project.  Carley spent her
2015 Spring Break in Wilmington, DE working with inner city children
and youth.  Carley is a Choral Scholar with WBC’s choir.
For its May 13 meeting, Women for Missions will enjoy strawberry
shortcake at Margaret Baber’s home.  The Willson family is invited -
as are all women of the church who are excited about mission
opportunities in our community and around the world.

               
             SAVE THE DATE

Jahnessa Cole’s piano group
will again perform a spring recital
for us at WBC on Friday, May 29
at 7:30 pm.
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